
 

 

Reading as Input 

There are many different kinds of reading. Many students make the mistake of 

reading their text book the same way they would read a novel. When reading 

difficult material with lots of new vocabulary and terminology, you should use a 

method called study reading. Study reading is different from studying in that you 

are reading to gather information to study. Study reading is very similar to 

listening in class and taking notes. You realize that you are not studying as you 

take notes; you are taking notes on material that you will study later. When you 

study read, you should think of yourself as listening to the author of the text, just 

as you listen to your teacher in class. See the chart below to compare the steps of 

study reading and listening.  
   

 Study Reading  

   

Preview what you're going to read about by 

reading all titles, subtitles, and boldfaced text, 

picture captions, charts and graphs, 
introductions, and summaries.  

Read it very actively ; first by skimming the 

material, and then by reading and taking 
notes.  

Summarize the material. As you read, you 

should be summarizing in your mind so that 

when you finish you can restate the content in 

your own words. It is also helpful to think of 
questions you might ask during a lecture.  

 

 
 

   

 Listening  

   

Prepare to listen by looking over the material 

being lectured on. Guess what the teacher is 
going to say.  

Listen actively. Question in your mind what 

the teacher is saying by asking in your mid 

the five w questions--who?, what?, when?, 

where?, and why? -- and one h question, 
how?  

Summarize whatever the teacher says and 

rephrase it in your own words. At the end of 

the lecture, try to restate in your own words 

what you've learned. Identify 5 to 9 ideas 
you learned from the class.  

 

 

   

 Steps for Study Reading  

   

"Study Reading" can be applied to any text book. The steps involve: 

1. Previewing for 5 minutes which will yield 10%-20% comprehension of the material 

you need to know.  

2. Skimming for 5-10 minutes which will yield 50% comprehension.  

3. Active Reading in 20 to 30 minute segments which should yield 90 +% 

comprehension of what you need to know.  

4. Summarizing in your own words should bring your comprehension level close to 90-

100%. 

For a complete explanation of the above steps, visit the Useful Documents page and select 
"Steps for Study Reading." 

Also use the Comprehension Summary Matrix worksheet to assist you in taking notes while 

"Study Reading." 
 

 


